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down for the first time. Master Pike was the proud
possessor of a small pistol which made him the envy of
Richard and the other boys. Doubtless he boasted an
intimate acquaintance with Indian hunting in the Wild
West, for it was in some such game that he discharged
his pistol and nearly killed Richard's brother, Felix, A
silver watch saved his life.

The mother seems to have felt the separation from her
brood more and more, for each change of school drew
them nearer and nearer home. After a couple of years in
Switzerland they next went to Bourbourg, a small town
near Dunkirk in Pas-de-Calais, where France is nearest
England, and they studied under one Ferdinand Mon-
teuuis. All that Richard remembered of this experience
was "a canal where I went fishing." But when preparing
to act Cyrano de Bergerac, he recalled that the fourth act,
"the battle-field at Arras," was near his French school.

Richard's character up to this time had not distinguished
him perceptibly from other boys. He was active, im-
pulsive, ready for a lark or an adventure, fond of stories,
especially tales of princes, kings, and mythological heroes.
He did not like to play games unless he was the leader;
and he led the other lads into countries where he was the
monarch and into battles in which he was the victorious
general. When the others rebelled he banished them
and retired to the banks of the canal to read or fish, or
perhaps, like Peer Gynt, to lie on his back and make
prophetic cloud pictures. Once the lad was missed and
a long search was made for him. He was found "on
his way to the sea." Nothing in nature made the same
appeal to him that water did. It reflected his own ca-
pricious spirit, now turbulent, now calm; full of moods
and mystery and ungovernable unrest. Richard's Jena experience was
